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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 



Applicant argues Zigmond does not teach receiving commercial information and 
then the program information on the same channel as reguired in the present invention. 
The Examiner respectfully disagrees. See rejection below. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 17-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Zigmond et al (US 6,698,020). 

Regarding claims 17 and 24, Zigmond discloses a information receiving device 
and method for receiving separately transmitted program information and commercial 
information with the program (see fig 4 and fig 5). It is noted that the commercial 



delivery and program delivery are separate but from the same source i.e. the 
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advertisement content provider is the same as the video programming content provider 
(see col 8 lines 17 - 20). Zigmond further discloses transmitting and receiving 
commercial information and program information over a satellite communication 
channel or 'first channel 1 . Zigmond further disclose " In one implementation, ad source 
62 transmits advertisement streams 64 only periodically over satellite 134, in which 
case, a device such as advertisement repository 86 of FIG. 5 may be used to store the 
transmitted advertisements for later selection and display (see col. 17 lines 50 - col. 18 
line 13). Thus, Zigmond discloses receiving the commercial information before the 
program information. 

Zigmond further teaches a user can set the rules for displaying a commercial (col 
1 1 lines 50 - 52) and thus discloses the claimed 'condition setting means for a viewer to 
set display conditions for the commercial information 1 . 

It is further noted that the set of rules are inherently formed by control means for 
forming control data as necessary for controlling commercial insertion (see col 1 1 lines 
50 - 52). 

Zigmond further discloses a video switch 68 located in ad insertion device 60 
(see fig 4) for selectively selecting the commercial and program to form a combined 
output signal for display on display 58. 

Zigmond further discloses a transmission means and the user side for 
transmitting control data to a source company which transmits the program information 
and the commercial information (see col. 4 lines 55 - 65, col. 7 lines 57 - 67, col, 1 1 
lines 48 - 58, col. 15 lines 2-16). 
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Regarding claims 18 and 25, Zigmond discloses a advertisement repository 86 
(fig 5) for storing or recording the commercial information. 

Regarding claims 19 and 27, Zigmond discloses the advertising rules can be 
selected by the information provider (see col 1 1 lines 50 - 54) and also discloses the 
advertisers can target ads (see col 9 lines 24 - 38). 

Regarding claims 20 and 26, Zigmond discloses charging a fee based on 
blocking of commercials (see col 14 lines 25 - 35). 

Regarding claims 21 and 28, Zigmond discloses a user can block all 
advertisements all together (see col 14 lines 28 - 32) thus indicating a ratio of 1 to 0 i.e. 
programming to advertisements. 

Regarding claims 22 and 29, Zigmond discloses charging a fee for blocking 
commercials and thus discloses the claimed 'display conditions indicate the commercial 
information should not be combined with the program information (see col 14 lines 25 - 
35). 

Regarding claims 23 and 30, Zigmond discloses the claimed 'display conditions 
indicate classifications of the commercial information which should be combined with 
the program information (see 'certain goods and services' in col 14 lines 36 - 48 and a 
specify a viewer's hobbies, interests, spending habits, and anticipated major purchases 
in col 10 lines 60-64). 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vivek Srivastava whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7304. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9 am to 6 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on (571) 272 - 7331 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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